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suppose my admiration of you is co-existent with the knowledge of my character.
'I find that the Highlanders and Ilebrideans in general arc much fonder of your jf<> unity than the low-country or hither Scots. One of the (5 rants said to-day, that he was sure you were a man of a good heart, and a candid man, and seemed to hope he should bu able to convince you of the antiquity of a good proportion of the poems of ( )ssian. After all that has passed, I think the mutter is capable of being proved to a certain decree. I am told that Macpherson got one old Krse MS. from Clanranald, for the restitution of which he executed a formal obligation ; and it is affirmed, that the Gaeliek, (call it F.r.se or call it Irish,) has been written in the Highlands and Hebrides for many centuries. It is reasonable to suppose, that such of the inhabitants as acquired any learning, possessed the art of writing as well as their Irish neighbours, and Celtiek cousins; ami the question is, can sufficient evidence. 1m shewn of this?
'Those who are skilled in ancient writings can determine the, age of MSS. or at least ran asceitain the century in which they were written; and if men of veracity, who are so skilled, shall let! us that MSS. in the poviessinn "of families in the Highlands and isles are the works ol a remote age, I think we should be convinced by their testimony.
'There is now cume tu this rjtv, Ranald Maedonald from the Isle of Kgg, who has seveial MSS. ot Krse pnetiy, which he wishes to publish by >aihse»ijitii»n. I have engaged to take three copies of the book, the ptitc of which in to be six shillings as I would subscribe for all the Kise that can be p(inted be it old tn new, that the language ju.iy be ptesnved. This man say., thai .some of his manuscripts aie ancient; and, t<» be sure, one oi them which was shewn to me does appear to have the duskynrss of antiquity, %            *            *            *           *            *            *
'The r.nquiiy i1* n«»i yel quite hnjjeles-,, and I should think that the exact truth may In* discovered, if propel means be used. 1
am, ivc.
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' 1 am .sort) that I uniltl grt u<» books for my friends in Scotland, Mr. Strahaii has al last pruutisfti to send two tlo/en to you, If they ct»n»e, j»ui the ii.umvi of my frietuls intu them;
II,    i\                                                                            ytjurite :—' The poems of Ossian are in every mouth. A famous antiquarian of this country, the laird of Macfarlane, at whose house we dined, can repeat them all in the original Gaelic.' See Boswell's Hebrides, Nov. 10.
